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?wantsz‘o know hom

“Bat"does the’ Central Xntel-‘ e
. ligence, Aoency thmk we mxght.
pe? .-

That 1s what we are trymo to—
find out. A

We want the CIA to tell us if the e N . ;
letters we mailed to Russia.some - aistorted secret’ filé somewhers: -
10 to 20 years ago were among the - o . L

. - based on Big Brotker engagingin ——
nearly 250,000 opened in. the Us.- vt N
. illegal : super~snoopm° ?.D )eaIS :
by the CIA R T vinend ago.

A )edr avo a speczal ‘. S Sen-‘ - Y -
ate panel made the first disclo-- Even 1f a'suitis started, it 1s-x’t

sure that the CIA did openletters’. =~ 7 gomg to do much good avamat
mailed to Russia between 1953~ - .. those- pre—\kateroane hterary
-and 1973. From the contents of. ~ :bur‘,larb. Tt e
those. letters, the CIA compiled -0
- .an index, of nearly 15 muhon :

,_.The depanment mamlams that
hﬂe openmg,such mail today T

Nearly 20. years ago after a
tourist wsnt to Russia, 1 did wrrte
a few letters to my tounst tﬂruu'le.
a young’ ‘Russian. girk- thankmg-** >
her for- her help and offering to .
send her jazz records ;

Our’ correspondence soon dned
out —-as it -usually does with -
fnendsmps struck up in travel..:

: “t'he state of the law™ between
1953 and 1973, such mail opemnos n
Lwere not always. uIeoal_ Yo

The Russian guide (1 remember __ N ”3 S ,,,_?
her first name, _Fama, because it - _ Tllegal ‘or. ﬁot, mengm are
is a pretty name) is ptobably»- : Atakmgadvant.aﬂeof the Freedom -~

married and _settied d"“'“"? 3 of Information Act that entitles
them to know just what the CIA ..
has in those. files, because of -
‘ leaal maﬂ-openmgs. 5 i. P
: J-.;-'*: M 1." 3
S ¥ «But gettma to the tm&z -isn’t .-
Dt e e A e S dnt o4 x o+ valwavs that easy. A letter‘sent to "
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